
Gre a t e r  Me k o n g  Su b re g io n  (GMS): 
En h a n c in g  Syn e rg ie s  a n d  Su b re g io n a l
Co o p e ra t io n  fo r  Clim a t e  Re s ilie n t  a n d  

Ne t  Ze ro  De ve lo p m e n t

Su riya n  Vic h it le k a rn , Exe c u t ive  Dire c t o r , Me k o n g  
In s t it u t e



Gre a t e r  Me k o n g  Su b re g io n  
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GMS Ove rvie w

Re g io n Ove rvie w
• Countries: Cambodia,  China (Yunnan, Guangxi), Laos, Myanmar,  Thailand, Vietnam
• Area: 2.6 million  km²
• Population : 340+ million
• Rich in natural  resources  (minerals,  forests,  water)

Economic  Development
• 3.57% GDP Growth  (Average,  2021-2023)
• Key Sectors: Agriculture,  manufacturing,  tourism,  

trade
• Growth : Significant  economic  progress

Social  Development
• Focus: Healthcare,  education,  social  services
• Goals: Poverty  reduction,  addressing  inequalities
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Is s u e s  a n d  Ch a lle n g e s  
t o w a rd s  Clim a t e  Re s ilie n c e  
a n d  Ne t  Ze ro  De ve lo p m e n t
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• Vu ln e ra b ilit y t o  Clim a t e  Ch a n g e
• Se c t o ra l Im p a c t s
• Ec o n o m ic  Lo s s e s

⚬ Technological and Infrastructure Barriers
⚬ Technological Innovation
⚬ Infrastructure Vulnerability

• So c io -e c o n o m ic  Im p a c t s
⚬ Economic Disparities
⚬ Job Displacement

• Fin a n c ia l a n d  In ve s t m e n t  Ch a lle n g e s
⚬ Insufficient Investment
⚬ Funding Mechanisms

• P o lic y a n d  Re g u la t o ry Is s u e s
⚬ Policy Coherence
⚬ Regulatory Frameworks

• Co o rd in a t io n  a n d  Co o p e ra t io n



GMS P o lic ie s  o n  Clim a t e  Re s ilie n t  
a n d  Ne t  Ze o  De ve lo p m e n t

• Re g iona l Clim a t e  St ra t e g y
• Com m it m e nt  t o  Ne t  Ze ro
• Re ne wa b le  Ene rg y Init ia t ive s
• Ag rifood  Syst e m s Tra nsfo rm a t ion
• Wa t e r  Re source  Ma na g e m e nt
• Disa st e r  Risk Re d uct ion
• Re g iona l Coop e ra t ion Pla t fo rm s
• Po licy Sup p ort  a nd  Ca p a cit y Build ing

04



Ab out  
Me kong  
Inst it ut e  (MI)

Currently employs about 
50  st a ff , m a d e  up  o f  
ove r  11 na t iona lit ie s .

An int e rg ove rnm e nt a l 
o rg a niza t ion 
in the  Grea te r Mekong  Subreg ion (GMS) 

Our  co re  com p e t e nce  
is hum a n re source  deve lopm ent, ca pa city 
build ing  a nd project im plem enta tion, 
supporting  reg iona l coope ra tion a nd 
integ ra tion. 

Khon Ka e n, Tha ila nd  

Found e d  in 1996 
a nd repre sented  by Ca m bodia , China  (Yunna n 
Province  a nd Gua ngxi Zhua ng  Autonom ous 
Reg ion), La o PDR, Mya nm a r, Tha ila nd a nd Vie t 
Na m . 
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Our Tim e line s
2022

ASEAN Prize  2021 
Re cip ie nt  

•
GMS Kno wle d g e  

Ne t wo rk

•
ACMECS Int e r im  

Se cre t a r ia t
(a s b a ck-o ff ice  

sup p o rt )

Ne w Re g iona l 
Ma nd a t e s

2009
Int e rg ove rnm e nt a l
Org a niza t ion (IGO)

2003
Mult ila t e ra l 

Org a niza t ion

1996
De ve lop m e nt

Assist a nt  Pro je ct

Ind e p e nd e nt  
Int e rna t iona l
Org a niza t ion

25 Ye a rs o f  
St re ng t he ning
De ve lop m e nt  

Syne rg ie s

Fo und e d  b y 
Ne w Ze a la nd  
Go ve rnm e nt , 

Ro ya l Tha i Go ve rnm e nt , 
a nd  KKU

2013
Fund  

Coord ina t o r
Me kong  Re p ub lic 

o f  Kore a  
Coop e ra t ion Fund  

(MKCF)

Sup p o rt  5 Me ko ng  
co unt r ie s (CLMTV) 
in 6 p r io r it y a re a s

2021
ASEAN Prize

2023
•

ASEAN-CRN Int e r im  
Se cre t a r ia t

2024
• 

Aziz-UI Ha q  
Rura l 

De ve lo p m e nt  
Me d a l in 2024 
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Our 
a ct ivit ie s 
a nd  se rvice s

Org a nize  t ra ining s, workshop s, 
se m ina rs, confe re nce s, a nd  
st ruct ure d  le a rning  visit s

Fa cilit a t e  p o licy 
d ia log ue s

Cond uct  re se a rch
a nd  st ud ie s

Im p le m e nt  
p ro je ct s

Provid e  a d viso ry 
se rvice s

Act  a s ne t work 
coo rd ina t o r /  

se cre t a r ia t
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Ke y Ap p ro a c h e s  t o w a rd s  
Clim a t e  Re s ilie n c e  Bu ild in g

P ro m o t in g  b e s t  
p ra c t ic e s  a n d  

s u c c e s s fu l m o d e ls

En h a n c in g  c a p a c it y 
a n d  c o n fid e n c e  in  

s e t t in g  a n d  a c h ie vin g  
NDCs

Co n n e c t in g  a n d  
s t re n g t h e n in g  

n e t w o rk s

Le ve ra g in g  re g io n a l 
c o o p e ra t io n  in t e g ra t io n  

m e c h a n is m s

08



GMS c oope ra t ion me c hanis ms
• GMS Econom ic Coop e ra t ion Prog ra m  (GMS Prog ra m )

• ASEAN Working  Group  on Clim a t e  Cha ng e  (AWGCC)

• Aye ya wa d y-Cha o  Phra ya  - Me kong  Econom ic Coop e ra t ion St ra t e g y (ACMECS)

• ASEAN Me kong  Ba sin De ve lop m e nt  Coop e ra t ion (AMBDC)

• Init ia t ive  fo r  ASEAN Int e g ra t ion (IAI)

• Me kong -La nca ng  Environm e nt a l Coop e ra t ion

• La nca ng -Me kong  Coop e ra t ion (LMC)

• Me kong  Rive r  Com m ission (MRC)

• GMS Core  Environm e nt  Prog ra m  (CEP)

• Ot he r  Me kong  Plus Coop e ra t ion (Aust ra lia , Ind ia , J a p a n, RoK, US)
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Prom ot ion o f  Crop  Insura nce  in 
ASEAN t hroug h t he  Pub lic a nd  

Priva t e  Pa rt ne rship

MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt

Sust a ina b le  a nd  Sm a rt  Ag ricult ura l 
Sup p ly Cha in De ve lop m e nt  in 

Me kong  Count r ie s

Re g iona l Workshop  on Le ve ra g ing  Inclusive  Clim a t e  
Fina nce  t o  Sca le  Up  Clim a t e -Sm a rt  Ag ricult ure



MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt

Sust a ina b le  a nd  Sm a rt  Tourism  De ve lop m e nt  
in t he  Me kong  Re g ion

Re g iona l t ra ining  on “Prom ot ing  
Gre a t e r  Ene rg y Conne ct ivit y fo r  

Eq uit a b le  De ve lop m e nt  in t he  
La nca ng -Me kong  (LM) Re g ion”



MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt
Re p ort  la unch a nd  d iscussion on “Ene rg y 

Conne ct ivit y Acce le ra t e s Low-Ca rb on 
Ene rg y De ve lop m e nt  a nd  Econom ic Growt h 

in t he  La nca ng -Me kong  Re g ion”

Hyb rid  workshop  on Re g iona l Cle a n 
Ene rg y De ve lop m e nt , Ap p lica t ion 
a nd  Op t im iza t ion in t he  La nca ng -

Me kong  Re g ion

We b ina r  on “Powe ring  Ene rg y 
Tra nsit ions in t he  GMS”
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MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt
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MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt
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MKCF Ma na g e m e nt

Rice  St ra w-Ba se d  Circula r  Eco no m y fo r  
Im p ro ve d  Bio d ive rsit y a nd  Sust a ina b ilit y

So il, Wa t e r  a nd  Nut r ie nt  Ma na g e m e nt  in 
Dro ug ht  Zo ne s o f  La o  PDR

Ca p a cit y Enha nce m e nt  o n Wind  Ene rg y Usa g e  
fo r  Sust a ina b le  Rura l De ve lo p m e nt  

in Mya nm a r a nd  Vie t na m

Ca p a cit y Build ing  o n Circula r  Eco no m y, Re so urce  a nd  
Ene rg y Eff icie ncy fo r  Pro d uct ivit y a nd  Sust a ina b ilit y 

o f  Ca ssa va  Cha in t o  Hig h-Va lue  Pro d uct s

Guid e line s a nd  ce r t if ica t io n fo r  
g re e n b uild ing s in Ca m b o d ia

MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt



MI’s Cont r ib ut ions t o  Clim a t e  Re silie nt  a nd  Ne t  
Ze o  De ve lop m e nt

Since  2023, 
t he  Me kong  Inst it ut e  ha s b e e n 

a ct ing  a s t he  int e r im  se cre t a ria t  
fo r  ASEAN CRN. 

As t he  int e r im  se cre t a r ia t , 
re sp onsib ilit ie s e ncom pa ss 

p rovid ing  a d m inist ra t ive  
a ssist a nce , o rg a nizing  a ct ivit ie s, 
a nd  e nha ncing  com m unica t ion 
a m ong  ASEAN m e m b e r st a t e s 
e ng a g e d  in t he  ASEAN Clim a t e  

Re silie nt  Ne t work.



Co n n e c t
GMS 

n e t w o rk s

Me k o n g  
Th in k  Ta n k  

(MTT)

Me k o n g  Re g io n  
Fu t u re s  
In s t it u t e  
(MERFI)

Su s t a in a b le  
Me k o n g  Re s e a rc h  

Ne t w o rk  
(SUMERNET)

Me k o n g  
P a rt n e rs h ip  fo r  

t h e  En viro n m e n t  
(MP E)Me k o n g  

Ad a p t a t io n  a n d  
Re s ilie n c e  t o  

Clim a t e  Ch a n g e  
(Me k o n g  ARCC)

Me k o n g  
En viro n m e n t a l 

Fo ru m  (MEF)

Me k o n g  P ro g ra m  
o n  W a t e r , 

En viro n m e n t  a n d  
Re s ilie n c e  

(M-P OW ER)

Me k o n g  Ad a p t a t io n  
a n d  Re s ilie n c e  t o  
Clim a t e  Ch a n g e  
(Me k o n g  ARCC)

Me k o n g  W a t e r  
Dia lo g u e s  

(MW D)
Me k o n g  Rive r  
Ba s in  Ne t w o rk  

(MRBN)

Me k o n g  In s t it u t e 's  
En viro n m e n t  a n d  
Clim a t e  Ch a n g e  
P ro g ra m  (ECCP ) 17



Po t e nt ia l Are a s fo r  
Co lla b o ra t ion b e t we e n 
MI a nd  CI • So ut h-So ut h/ Int e rsub re g io na l 

Excha ng e s
⚬ Exp e rie nce s in sub re g io na l 

s t ra t e g y
⚬ Be st  clim a t e  re silie nt  o r  lo w 

ca rb o n d e ve lo p m e nt  p ra ct ice s
⚬ Sca la b le  b usine ss m o d e ls
⚬ Eng a g ing  p r iva t e  se ct o r  a nd  

ne t wo rks 

• Ho st ing  Scho la r  Visit s

• J o int  Prop osa ls
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Mekong Ins titu te
123 Mittraphap Rd., Muang Dis trict, Khon Kaen 40002, THAILAND 

T : +66 (0) 4320 2411
F : +66 (0) 4320 3656

E : information@mekongins titute .org

Tha nk you.

Me ko ng  Inst it ut em e ko ng inst it ut e .o rgm e ko ng inst it ut e .o rg Me ko ng Inst it ut e
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