
The 7th CAREC Think Tank Development Forum

16-17 August 2023, Urumqi, the PRC

Talant Sultanov

Center for Strategic Initiatives Taza Koom & ISOC Kyrgyz Chapter

Digital Strategies, Infrastructure, and Investment

CAREC Region’s Readiness for Digital Adoption



Who has 50% more Youtube views than BTS and more 

than Taylor Swift?

Quiz



BTS v DBILLIONS

20 billion views v 31 billion views



CAREC Challenges & Opportunities



Hardest hit by climate crisis



The Third Pole



Complex conditions for connectivity





CAREC: State of Digital Adoption
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Time to download a 5GB movie (Cable.co.uk)



Digital Adoption in CAREC

Top-down approaches – global/regional programs



Global Initiatives: BRI – Digital Silk Road
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CAREC Countries are Among Early Adapters of Digitalization
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Advocacy



GIGA Initiative by UNICEF-ITU



How to accelerate digital adoption in CAREC?



20
20

Increase Regional Cooperation in CAREC as Digital Belt, Road, and Bridge



Build Infrastructure and Set-up Connectivity
ISOC & GIGA (ITU/UNICEF Initiative)



Build Infrastructure and Provide Connectivity (cont’d)



Provide Devices
IlimBox Offline Digital Library – Internet in a Box 



Develop Relevant Content:
IlimBox.kg



Increase Digital Literacy and Skills 
Sanarip Insan (EU)



Increase Digital Literacy and Skills (cont’d)
Materials for digital skills: e-tourism, e-commerce, e-agro



Protect Privacy & Personal Data:
Tech4Society



Build Green Digital Belt and 
Ecological Civilization



December 02, 2020 World Bank Group Central Asia Online briefing “COVID-19 and the Digital Divide in Central Asia” 2129

INCREASE 
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AND 

COMPETITION

IMPROVE ACCESS, 

AFFORDABILITY 

AND SECURITY

MODERNIZE 

SECTOR 

GOVERNANCE

SUGGESTED KEY MEASURES

strengthen regulatory authorities;

remove remaining monopoly rights;

limit market dominance of incumbents

ensure network capac. incr. & safeguard;

facil. entry of new players to decr. prices

capac. build. for citizens remote work & 

cybersecurity

simplify the licensing regime;

undertake sector SOE reform;

remove access restrictions to wholesale 

& retail services



Investment Gaps and Resources Necessary for

Digital Adoption



DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY NEEDS SERIOUS INVESTMENT

EU’s Recovery and Resilience 
Facility €750 billion China's infrastructure investment

$539.6 billion

South Korea's  COVID-19 “New Deal” 
$135 billion 

World Bank



$428 Billion
is required to connect the remaining 3 billion people aged 

10 years and above to broadband Internet by 2030 (ITU)

Infrastructure

Skills & 

Policy

Mobile Infrastructure CapEx

Metro & Backbone Fibre

Network Operation & Maintenance

Remote Area Coverage

ICT Skills & Content

Policy
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FINANCING THE INVESTMENT NEEDS: INDICATIVE COST SHARING

P
u

b
lic

 s
o
u

rc
e Government Funds

Development aid

Multilateral 

Development Banks

TOTAL INVESTMENT: 10 year $288bn $140bn

TOTAL

$428bn

MEETING THE INVESTMENT TO CONNECT ALL BY 2030 WILL REQUIRE AN UNPRECEDENTED & 
CONCERTED EFFORT FROM THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS

ITU



Co-Deployment

Infrastructure Sharing



Infrastructure Sharing

Co-Deployment





Dig Once Policy



Thank you for your Attention

Our Principles:

1. Girls First
1. Rural First
1. Mobile First
1. Local Language First
1. Green First


