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Where do we stand with national SDG 
and Human Rights reporting ?

Voluntary National/Local Reviews and Universal Periodic Reviews

Country 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023/forth
coming

Azerbaijan VNR UPR VNR VNR

Georgia VNR VNR UPR

Kazakhstan VNR/UPR VNR

Kyrgyz Republic VNR/UPR

Tajikistan VNR National 
SDG Report

UPR VNR

Turkmenistan UPR VNR VNR /UPR

Uzbekistan UPR VNR VNR/UPR

Source: hlpf.un.org , ohchr.org and medt.tj



Highlights: National SDG institutional structure

• Well-established systems in place to implement and monitor progress on the SDGs: high level 
coordination, bodies, secretariats, working groups and web portals (ex. sdg.gov.ge);

• While the designs of the institutional structures are highly country-specific, most countries 
practice the ‘whole-of-government’ and ‘whole-of-society’ approaches and engage various 
government entities as well as non-governmental stakeholders;

• more collaboration with cross-sectoral government entities than engagement with subnational 
governments, indicating a pre-eminence of horizontal rather than vertical coordination;

• specific entities are emerging to manage SDG localization at the national level (local and 
regional governments), however, further measures are needed to mainstream the SDGs fully at 
multiple levels of government;

• increasing numbers of parliaments are engaged in SDG oversight, monitoring and budgeting 
activities



Highlights: SDG mainstreaming and policy coherence

• Mainstreaming the SDGs into national development plans (NDPs) has become an 
established practice;

• SDG strategies, roadmaps and action plans are increasingly being developed in order to 
mainstream the SDGs;

• Although reviewed NDPs make important contributions to the SDGs, any analysis of how 
these interrelate, including their trade-offs, is still limited. Many sustainable development 
contributions are still reported in the context of sector-based strategies, plans;

• To accelerate progress on SDG mainstreaming, multidimensional, systemic and integrated 
approaches must be stepped up at all levels of government;

• Progress on SDG localization is advancing with some countries making headway in 
mainstreaming the SDGs at local level. COVID-19 has further uncovered the importance of 
SDG localization.



Integration of SDGs into National Development Agenda

Source: Author’s elaboration based on application of Rapid Integrated Assessment methodology
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Only around 40% of the VNRs include a chapter or sub-chapter on LNOB

Challenges in implementation of LNOB principles
in the Voluntary National Reviews

Operationalization of LNOB

Who is left behind and Why?

What should be done and by 
Whom? 

How to measure and monitor 
progress

Advancing accountability 
for LNOB

Meaningful participation

Challenges

Group-based versus intersecting/individual 
deprivations.

Inadequate prioritization in national 
development planning. Lack of cross-
institutional cooperation.

No innovative methodologies to measure 
LNOB due to lack of statistical disaggregation 
and “invisible population” phenomena. 

Lack of monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms. Financial coverage gaps. 

Those left behind are often excluded from 
consultations, negotiations and statistics. 

Between 2019-2022 over 90% where UN was involved in preparations included LNOB in VNRs!
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Examples of LNOB reporting in VNRs 2019-2022

Identified specific vulnerable groups conducted an 
analysis and review 

stated that their development 
frameworks incorporate the 
principle of LNOB

Turkiye (2019) - refugees
Kyrgyzstan (2020) – IDPs, ethnic minorities
Azerbaijan (2019 and 2021) – IDPs
Georgia (2020) – IDPs and ethnic minorities
Moldova (2020) – Roma and migrants

Moldova (2020) , 
Kyrgyzstan (2020)

Around 40% of all reported 
countries, but over 90% where UN 
was involved in preparations

North Macedonia (2020) - LGBTI
Serbia (2019) – migrants and Roma

Kazkahstan (2022) low income, migrants with 
undefined status

measures to promote 
social protection

measures to promote social 
inclusion

Data issues policies, programmes and efforts that 
address the needs of vulnerable groups

Azerbaijan (2019 and 2021)
Moldova (2020)
Armenia (2020)
Serbia (2019); 
Uzbekistan (2020)

Moldova (2020)
Serbia (2019)
North Macedonia (2020)

All VNRs All VNRs



Highlights: SDG Financing

• SDG principles are not integrated into the budget process ;

• The total amount of financing gap is not defined; 

• While a few initiatives explore different forms of financing for the SDGs (DFAs, budget 
classifiers, Citizen’s budgets, programme budgeting), more innovative solutions are 
needed;

• Growing pressure on expenses associated with COVID-19 and recent development; 

• Limited public participation in the budget process and lack of accountability of key 
development actors; 

• Systematic SDG budgeting and specific financing for the SDGs from non-government 
sources could help broaden the means of implementation, pave the way for increased 
private-sector engagement and foster innovative financing solutions.



Impact of COVID-19 and recent challenges

• COVID-19 pandemic have reversed progress and affected all 
population groups, in particular, the most vulnerable;

• Inequalities due to disruption in the labour market, supply chain 
instability and threatened community resilience; 

• Investments a needed in:
- sustainable and high-quality infrastructure;
- inclusive skills development for young people;
- more resilient healthcare systems; 
- climate and business environment; 
- alternative energy: and 
- expanding green financing.



Impact of COVID-19 on Central Asia socio-
economic development

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on household income had three ramifications: 

(i) a loss of wage income and revenues from informal work; 

(ii) a loss of remittances; and

(iii) price inflation, particularly food price inflation. 

Loss of incomes affected households significantly, adding to spillover effects such as:

- rising household debt, 

- inability to afford out-of-pocket payments for health services and reduced access to 
education. 

- Some aspects of the crisis have affected women more than men.

- The high incidence of informality makes the impact on precarious employment 
significant.

Source: UNDP Socio-economic impact assessments - https://www.undp.org/coronavirus/socio-economic-impact-covid-19

https://www.undp.org/coronavirus/socio-economic-impact-covid-19


Poverty and vulnerability projections and 
policy responses* (1)

This figure plots countries’ poverty impacts under 
different monetary thresholds. The poverty impact is 
measured as the proportion of each country’s 
population falling into poverty as a result of soaring 
food and energy prices vis-à-vis the benchmark 
scenario.

The table at the bottom shows the average poverty 
impact for each poverty line and impact magnitude.

Source: Authors’ own elaboration based on the sources described in 2022 UNDP publication “Addressing the Cost-of-Living Crisis in Vulnerable Countries







General Government Gross debt, % of GDP

Source: WDI (last visited September 2022)

Recent inflation tends to  “eat” debts, but prevents 
businesses in accessing financial resources for investment 
and operational activities and market development



Call for success in achieving the SDGs!

❖Fundamental shift in sustainable development pathway

❖Investment in human capital

➢People

➢Expansion of social protection

➢Provision of quality education and health

➢Creation of decent jobs

➢Transition to renewable energy

➢Ensuring digitalization for all

➢Rethinking the system of SDG financing.




