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Module Six: Signs, road works, and rural 

roads. 

Outlining key issues for you to think about with road signs and 
delineation

Detailing how to make your road work sites safer for all.

Outlining key safety issues for rural roads 



SIGNS & 
DELINEATION
Objectives:

ü the categories of signs

ü the 6 Côs of good signage

ü encourage good delineation



We need to assist road users with their decision making 

(to make correct decisions, quicker)

Use standard applications 
where possible

ωCƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 
and guides

ωBut always question whether 
άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŦŜ

ωJudgment

Be consistent across the 
road network

ωConsistent use of signs and 
symbols

ωConsistent level of signage: not 
too little or too much

Put yourself in the shoes 
of the road user

ωHelp them in the driving task

ωConsider the unfamiliar driver

ωDo not forget pedestrians & 
bicyclists



3 categories of road signs

1 Regulatory (mandatory)

2 Warning (cautionary)

3 Guide (information)

Direction

Tourist

Services

Traffic instruction

Traffic information



Guide (Tourist) Signs



Guide (Services) Signs

Guide (information)

Direction

Tourist

Services

Traffic instruction

Traffic information



¢ƘŜ с/Ωǎ ƻŦ 
good signs

Conspicuous- easily seen

Clear- legible, able to be read in time

Concise- as few words as possible

Comprehensibleςunderstandable

Credibleςbelievable

Correctςmust be the correct sign
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Å Comprehensible

Å Credible

Å Correct
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Longitudinal 
Separation

Locate signs a minimum 0.6 x 
design speed apart

Urban areas: 0.6 x 50 km/h:30 m 

Rural areas:  0.6 x 80 km/h:48 m

Freeways/highways: 0.6 x 100 km/h:    60 m



Advance 
Sign 
Placement

Place advance warning signs before the 
hazard/ action point:

Urban (50 km/h) :  80 to 120 m 

Rural (80 km/h): 120 to 180 m

9Ωǿŀȅǎ/ƘΩǿŀȅǎ(100 km/h):180 to 250 m



Maintenance of signs is important



Delineation is 
essential ïand 
best when it is 
consistently 
applied along 
a route

ÅBetter to have 3-star delineation consistently, than 
a mix of 1 star and 5-star sections.

ÅTheft, vandalism, natural damage (landslides). 

ÅDecide if it is better to use more robust (less 
forgiving) devices in your country. Motorcycles?

ÅSome countries have many pedestrians and small 
numbers of vehicles in rural areas; some have the 
opposite.



Delineation

ÅGuideposts

ÅRaised Reflective Pavement Markers (cats eyes)

ÅHazard Markers

ÅChevron Alignment Markers (CAMs)

ÅReflective Width Markers



Guideposts

ÅWhite post 1 metre high, 100 mm wide

ÅDouble sided on a two-way road

ÅRetro-reflective delineator

ÅRed on the driving side 

ÅWhite on the opposite side 

ÅLateral placement:

Å150 mm clear of outer edge of shoulder

Å1.2 to 3.0 m from edge of traffic lane

ÅKeep the lateral space consistent



Two-way roadway One-way roadway

RRPMand guidepost delineator colours



Chevron Alignment 
aŀǊƪŜǊǎ ό/!aΩǎύ

ÅKeep CAMs for substandard curves only

ÅOnly place on outsideof curve 

Å!ƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƘƻǿ /!aΩǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

ÅMinimum of 3 CAMs in each direction

ÅDrivers should be able to see 3 CAMs at all times

ÅSpace them evenly (avoid driveways, lanes, obstructions)



/ƘŜǾǊƻƴ !ƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ aŀǊƪŜǊǎ ό/!aΩǎύ
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CAMs are for use around the 
outside of curves ςnot on inside!

U


