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Overview

• Status of global road safety

• Global developments

• The role of strategic frameworks to promote coordination and 
integration

• The Safe System Approach
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Status of 
Global Road Safety
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Where are we now?

• In 2000: 1.15 million deaths

• In 2016: 1.35 million deaths

• Rate of deaths/100,000 population 

stabilised
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Where are we now?

• More people now from road traffic injuries than from

– HIV/AIDS

– tuberculosis and 

– diarrhoeal diseases

• Annually, 50 million people suffer life-changing 
injuries as a result of road crashes

• Great disparity across the world



The Global Road Safety Partnership is hosted by:

Public

Disparity

• Disproportionately 
distributed by income level, 
region, and road user type. 

• Low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs) have

– 60% of the world vehicles

– 93% of road traffic deaths 
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Poll question
#1
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Regional Disparity

• Global: 18.2/100,000 population

• Africa region:

– 26.6/100,000 population

• South-East Asia

– 20.7/100,000 population

• Western Pacific

– 16.9/100,000 population

Rates of road traffic death per 100,000 population by WHO regions: 2013, 2016
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Distribution of deaths by road user type

Greatest % of 
Motorised

2&3 wheeler 
deaths
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Why do 
these 

disparities 
exist?
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Your 
country?
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Using the Global Status Report Data 

• Easily find information from regions and 
individual countries

• Access online
• Access via the WHO GRS Info App

• Access key messages
• View and compare country profiles
• Run queries, explore trends, save 

results

How to use the app:

https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/GRSInfo-App/en/

https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/GRSInfo-App/en/
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Global Developments 
in Road Safety
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1970s+

✓ Many countries adopt more scientific approach

✓ Enhanced crash data reporting

✓ Introduction of evidence-based standards, policies & laws

✓ Increase of intensive road policing supported by mass media 

education

✓ Greater coordination - development of national & subnational 

road safety strategies
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1970s+

✓ Research, monitoring & evaluation

✓ Ongoing professionalisation of the road safety field

✓ Growing concern about global road safety, particularly in 

countries experiencing rapid motorisation

✓ 1990s+ New strategic perspectives emerge that attract global 

attention:

– The Netherlands’ Sustainable Safety

– Sweden’s Vision Zero

– Safe System Approach
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21st Century

✓ Global recognition & scale up

✓ United Nations Road Safety Collaboration (UNRSC) 

✓ Global Ministerial Conferences

✓ Global Status Reports

✓ More donors & funding

✓ UN Global Road Safety Weeks

✓ UN Resolutions on Improving Global Road Safety

✓ UN Road Safety Fund

✓ Inclusion in Sustainable Development Goals
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Other developments

– Continuing rapid motorisation in low and middle income countries

– Global proliferation of smartphone technology

– Rapid development in vehicle automation & cooperative intelligent 
transport systems

– Increasing alignment of road safety with ‘safe mobility’, ‘active 
transport’ and ‘sustainable transport/mobility’ agendas

– Growing concern about environmental impact of motor vehicles

– Improved reporting of road crashes & associated trauma

– Previously decreasing road trauma trend in many high income 
countries is increasing
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Decade of Action
2011-2020
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A Global Plan & 5 Pillars 
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2nd Decade of Action
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2021 - 2030

• August 2020: UN General Assembly adopted another resolution
• Proclaimed the 2nd Decade of Action for Road Safety

Goal:
Reduce deaths and injuries by at least 50% by 2030

Plan development:
• WHO-UN Regional Commissions Task Force
• Present plan at 75th Session of UN General Assembly, Sept 2021
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2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

17 Interlinked Goals

A shared blueprint for peace, prosperity for 
people and the planet

Urgent call for action by all countries in 
global partnership
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2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Recognise that ending poverty and other 
deprivations must go hand-in-hand with 
strategies that improve health and 
education, reduce inequality, and spur 
economic growth while tackling climate 
change and working to preserve our oceans 
and forests.
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Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all:

• 3.6. By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries
from road traffic accidents

Putting Road Safety on the 
International Development Agenda

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable:

• 11.2. By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and 
sustainable transport systems for all, improving road safety, 
notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to 
the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, 
persons with disabilities and older persons
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How is this 
relevant to 
your work?
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How can road safety 
issues help with 
attaining other SDGs?
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Improved 
Road Safety
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Link:  Don't Take Your Eyes Off The Road | | GRSP | Global Road Safety 
Partnership (grsproadsafety.org)

https://www.grsproadsafety.org/dont-take-your-eyes-off-the-road/
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Consider Other Costs

• Improving road safety, and road traffic injury prevention, is 
not a transport challenge!

• It is a development challenge with strong impacts on health, 
wellbeing and economic growth

– Halving road traffic injuries could translate into an additional 
15% to 22% of GDP per capita income growth over 24 years

– Welfare benefits equivalent to 6 - 32% of national GDP can be 
realised from reducing 50% of road deaths and injuries over a 
period of 24 years 

The High Toll of Traffic Injuries: Unacceptable and Preventable | GRSF (roadsafetyfacility.org)

https://www.roadsafetyfacility.org/publications/high-toll-traffic-injuries-unacceptable-and-preventable
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Global Performance Targets

Link: A long-term care system (who.int)

https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_traffic/12GlobalRoadSafetyTargets.pdf
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Assessing Global Performance Targets

Guidance for countries on 
activities and measures to 
achieve the voluntary global 
road safety performance targets 

Link: https://www.grsproadsafety.org/wp-content/uploads/Towards-the-12-Voluntary-Global-Targets-for-Road-Safety.pdf
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Strategic Frameworks
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Poll question
#2
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People make 
mistakes
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Behaviour 
change is not 

easy
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The need for system-based perspective

Historically:

– Crash prevention by changing behaviour

Blame the road user

– Delayed recognition & application of prevention 
measures in other parts of the injury causal chain:

• Infrastructure

• Vehicles

• Post-crash care
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The need for a strategic framework

– Address different (often competing) goals of transport system 
• safety, mobility, social justice, environmental sustainability, workplace 

participation

– Articulate a guiding vision to promote coherent & consistent 
decision making

– Identify core goals for the future
– Provide foundation for guiding principles and objectives
– Identify areas of accountability
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Globally recognised strategic frameworks 

• Strategic frameworks that have attracted considerable 
attention:

– Vision Zero (Sweden)

– Sustainable Safety (Netherlands) 

– Safe System Approach (OECD & Australia)

• Different strategic principles and objectives flow from each 
of the visions
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The Safe System Approach

• Reflects different aspects of Vision Zero & Sustainable 
Safety concepts

• Refined and adopted by:

– OECD in the highly influential report: Towards 
Zero: Ambitious Road Safety Targets and the Safe 
System Approach

– Global road safety community in the Decade of 
Action Global Plan & UN Resolutions
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Please stand 



Some examples

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiJr_LnuozkAhUBsKQKHeZaCT8QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cruisecritic.com%2Farticles.cfm%3FID%3D2048&psig=AOvVaw35mdTSVKxy0Z9vYLQXoMn2&ust=1566218826964906
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What is the Safe System Approach?

• Holistic approach

• Underlying principles:

• we make mistakes

• human body has physical limits

• Aims to ensure that these mistakes do not 
result in deaths or injuries
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What is the Safe System Approach?

• The goal is to create a transport 
system which is more human-proof

• The safety of the system is 
everyone’s responsibility
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The Safe System Approach



The Global Road Safety Partnership is hosted by:

Public

4 Elements

Safe 
Roads

Safe 
People

Safe 
Vehicles

Safe 
Speeds

Lower Speeds 
more forgiving of 

human error.
SURVIVABLE 

SPEED

More 
forgiving of 

error

Alert and 
compliant

Avoid and/or 
Protect

Safe 
Interactions
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Change Thinking

Traditional Thinking Safe System Thinking

What is the problem? Crashes Fatalities and serious injuries

What causes the problem? Human Factors People make mistakes, people are fragile

Who is ultimately responsible? Road users System designers

What is the major planning 
approach?

Incremental approach to 
reduce the problem

Systematic approach to build a safe road 
system

What is the appropriate goal? Optimum number of 
fatalities & serious injuries

Zero fatalities & serious injuries

Towards Zero Foundation website (http://www.towardszerofoundation.org/thesafesystem/) 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.towardszerofoundation.org%2Fthesafesystem%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ceschulm2%40jhu.edu%7Ccb49b3da94eb4a4a9dfd08d87f2da0cb%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C637399181249762379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UKM%2Bi12AjlfxE4GOPapT%2F%2BMMT%2Bk72xMNK4FVdiLZX0U%3D&reserved=0
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The difference between life &  death

http://www.saferjourneys.govt.nz/about-safer-journeys/the-
safe-system-approach/

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mFcLUCtUAzc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFcLUCtUAzc
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• Provides guidance on developing context-
specific road safety strategy based on Safe 
System Approach

• Describes SSA, principles, examples of 
application in policy, & evidence

• Discusses opportunities for wider application 
in LMICs

• Outlines specific steps policymakers can take 
to create a plan

Sustainable and Safe: A Vision and Guidance for Zero Road Deaths | World Resources Institute (wri.org)

https://www.wri.org/research/sustainable-and-safe-vision-and-guidance-zero-road-deaths
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Safe System Approach:

1. shown to be more effective in reducing 
traffic deaths & injuries than more 
traditional approaches

2. based on evidence-based measures

3. is sustainable

4. can be adopted by countries at all income 
levels

4 Key Findings
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• Key Metrics for determining road 

safety activity, performance and 

monitoring

Guide for Road Safety Opportunities and Challenges: Low and Middle 
Income Country Profiles | GRSF (roadsafetyfacility.org)

https://www.roadsafetyfacility.org/publications/guide-road-safety-opportunities-and-challenges-low-and-middle-income-country-profiles
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Information on: 

• Status of the 5 Pillars

• Current status for each country &  

region

• Key risk factors, issues &  opportunities
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Mongolia
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24 seconds…

A reminder:
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Your decisions and 
actions can help 

protect everyone as 
they use the road 
network in your 

country

A reminder:
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GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY PARTNERSHIP SECRETARIAT

ADDRESS

International Federation of

Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies

P.O. Box 303
Chemin des Crêts, 17

Petit-Sacconex, Geneva
Switzerland

PHONE/FAX

+41 (0) 227304249

+41 (0) 227330395

WEBSITE

www.grsproadsafety.org

E-MAIL

grsp@ifrc.org


