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Å Seminar "Integrated planning of heating systems by local 

executive bodies" completes the Module "Planning of thermal 

power systems"

Å In the previous 4 workshops of this Module, planning and 

modeling issues were considered in all 3 segments of the 

thermal power sector:

Å public district heating systems

Å local district heating systems

Å individual heating systems

Å The main goal of this seminar is to start preparing 

representatives of local executive authorities and specialists 

from the thermal power sector for the upcoming planning tasks.

¶ Introduction

¶ International experience ofmunicipal

planing of heating systems

¶ Concept of heat sector planning

proposed in the draft Law ĂOn Heatingñ 
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Å International donor organizations have highlighted the high importance of municipal ïi.e. local, local ïheat 
supply planning

Å When financing activities by donors, the developed municipal Heat Supply Development Plan is the main 
criterion

Å Municipal heat supply planning is a necessary tool for optimizing all heat supply systems in the area, 
providing high quality heat supply at the lowest total cost, taking into account environmental goals.

Å Issues to be resolved through planning

o Whether to leave heat networks in the existing configuration or transfer to local systems, or vice versa - to combine local

o What measures to rehabilitate or modernize centralized systems are economically viable

o What sources can be translated into alternative sources

o Priority and contribution to energy efficiency improvement

o What organizational models should be implemented

o How will costs and prices evolve?
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Å Separate planning of the thermal power sector is not mandatory - as a rule, the development plan for the thermal 
power sector is considered to be a section of the master plan for the development of the territory

Å Heat supply schemes for settlements are developed by design organizations by order of interested organizations 
exclusively for public district heating systems

Å Local district heating systems are designed as part of the main facility (residential complexes, hospital 
complexes, schools, etc.) without taking into account the possibility of connecting other (external) consumers of 
thermal energy

Å Individual heat supply systems are planned by the owners of these systems themselves and indirectly - as part of 
the gasification program for settlements

Å Even in large cities (for example, in Shymkent, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semey) there are no current plans for the 
development of heating

Meanwhile, as, for example, the ñsurveyò during the training showed that the vast majority 
consider planning to be extremely important for thermal power engineering. Many of the 
problems from the ñProblem Matrixò are rooted in the lack of comprehensive plans for the 
development of the heat sector
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Å Planning at three levels, with increasing 

specificity and commitment:

Å at the national level

Å regionally (14 counties)

Å at the municipal level (275 municipalities)

Å A plan at any level must not conflict with a plan 

at a higher level.

Å Municipalities have a very large autonomy in the 

planning and development of their thermal power 

systems.

Á Heat system planning integrated into land use 

planning

Under the Planning Law, municipalities are required 

to develop 12-year integrated land use plans that 

include plans for the development of heating

Å Planning on two levels :

Å At the national level and

Å At the municipal level

Å The ĂNational Heat Sector Development 

Programñ, updated every 7 years, sets the

directions for the municipal heating plans

Å In addition to the directives set out in the ñNational 

Heat Development Programmeò, municipal plans 

must ensure the implementation of the ñNational 

Energy Independence Strategyò

Å The main goal of municipal plans is to meet the 

needs of local consumers of thermal energy at a 

minimum cost and without exceeding the 

permitted environmental impact limits.

Å Heat sector planning happens

Å At the municopal level

Å Based on the federal legislation prohibiting CO2 

emissions from heating by 2050

Å For some federal states, there is a legal obligation 

to develop and approve ïand update annually ïa 

ñMunicipal Heat Sector Development Planò

Å There is an Instruction or Methodology for the 

development of the Municipal Plan

Å The main goal of municipal plans is to find the 

best way to transition to carbon neutral meeting 

the needs of local consumers of thermal energy at 

the lowest cost.
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International Experience 
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2021: The updatedĂClimate Protection Lawñ introduces the obligation to undertake comprehensiev heat sector planning for municipalities with

more than 20 000 people, and recommends it for all others § 7c Municipal Heat Planning

Å Municipal heat supply planning is an important process for municipalities in achieving climate protection goals in the heat sector. With the help of 

municipal heat supply planning, municipalities are developing a strategy to achieve climate-neutral heat supply by 2040.

Å Municipal heat supply plans must provide for the entire territory of the respective municipality:

Å a systematic and qualified study of the current demand or consumption of heat and the resulting greenhouse gas emissions, including 

information on existing building types and age classes of buildings, as well as on the current supply structure (inventory analysis),

Å Leverage the existing potential in the municipality to reduce heat demand through energy efficiency of buildings and for climate-neutral 

heat supply from renewable energy sources, as well as from waste heat and cogeneration (potential analysis) 

Å a climate-neutral scenario for 2040 with interim targets for 2030 for the future development of heating demand and an integrated view of 

the supply mix planned for climate-neutral demand coverage. Based on this, the municipal heating plan develops possible action 

strategies and measures to improve energy efficiency and thus to reduce and meet the demand for heat energy in a climate-neutral

way. At least five measures need to have a implementation period within five years after publication of the plan. The municipal heat 

supply plan is the basis for linking energy efficient building renovations with climate neutral heat supply within the municipality's 

strategic heat supply planning and forms the basis for implementation.
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§ 7d Development of the Municipal Heat Supply Plan

Å The first plan needs to be developed by 31 December 2023, and it needs to be updated at least once every 7 years. 

Å The plans must be published on the Internet and within three months after the completion of the preparation work, the following information, 

relating to the entire municipal area, must be entered into the electronic database of the Earth:

Å current annual final energy demand for heat supply, broken down by energy source and sector,

Å Estimated annual final energy demand for heat supply for 2030 and 2040, broken down by energy source and sector,

Å useful end-energy potential for climate-neutral heat supply from renewable energy sources, as well as waste heat and combined heat and power 

generation.

Å For the first four years, starting in 2020, urban districts and major district cities receive an annual one-time allocation of ú12,000 plus 19 cents 

per inhabitant to fund development costs incurred. Starting in 2024, 3,000 euros plus 6 cents per inhabitant will be allocated annually.

Å The competent regional council checks the conformity of the obligated municipalities with the requirements and may require the elimination of 

violations..
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§ 7ʝ Obligation to provide information

Å To the extent necessary, municipalities have the right to collect existing data from natural and legal persons, this also applies to personal data. Data constituting 

commercial and business secrets must be marked as confidential upon transmission.

Å Energy companies are obliged to provide municipalities, upon request, in particular, information on meters or specific buildings on the type, volume and location of 

energy or fuel consumption by buildings or groups of buildings, as well as electricity consumption for heating, ... Public authorities, as well as authorized District 

chimney sweeps are required to provide the municipalities, upon request, in particular with information on the type, fuel, rated heat output and age of the heat 

generating installations, as well as information on their operation, location and connection to the flue gas system and information necessary for compiling emission 

inventories

Å Commercial and industrial enterprises, as well as the public sector, are obliged, upon request, to provide municipalities with information on the volume of their 

final energy consumption, demand or consumption of thermal energy, type of coverage of thermal energy demand, including the share of renewable energy and 

combined heat and power generation, as well as produced waste heat.

Å To the extent necessary, municipalities have the right to process data existing in the municipal administration, such as, in particular, the address of the building, the 

use of the building, living space or total floor area, number of storeys, source of energy for heat production and age of the building; this also applies in so far 

as personal data is concerned and such data has been collected for other purposes. The state government has the right to determine by legislative order what other data 

may be collected and processed

Å Personal data and data constituting commercial and official secrets collected by the municipality for the preparation of municipal heating plans may not be processed for 

purposes other than those for which they were collected. 
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Å There are guidelines (ĂHandlungsleitfaden Kommunale Wªrmeplanungñ)

Å Many webianrs and trainings

Å Guidelines include a template for ToR for a Consultant to help the municipality

KSG BW 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YNjgBC9998&t=51s

https://www.kea-bw.de/waermewende/wissensportal/klimaschutzgesetz-kommunale-waermeplanung

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAMK6i16xJs

http://www.landesrecht-bw.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=KlimaSchG+BW&psml=bsbawueprod.psml&max=true&aiz=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YNjgBC9998&t=51s
https://www.kea-bw.de/waermewende/wissensportal/klimaschutzgesetz-kommunale-waermeplanung
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAMK6i16xJs
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Step1 : 
Sitation
Analysis

Step2: 
Potential for ˿˻н
neutral heating

Step3: 
Determination of
scenariosfor heat

consumptionand supply

Step4: 
Determination of
heatsupplyzones

Implementatio
n and link with
other planning

documents, 
such asland
useplan etc. 

Step5: 
Municipal Heat 

Sector
Transformation 

Strategyand Action 
Plan 

Heat consumptionreduction

Public centralor localcentral
heating

Individual 
heating

Task: Todeterminethe optimal combinationof investmentsto reduceend consumption, losses, and determiningthe
zonesfor publiccentralised, localcentralisedand individual heating, respectively. 
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Step1: Situation analysis

Å The entire territory within its administrative boundaries is 
considered. Perhaps the so-called. "planning by escort" for 
territories in the neighborhood.

Å Initial information: existing maps, statistics of communal housing 
and business registrations, existing heating networks, sources

Å A balance of heat and emissions is compiled by sectors (housing, 
industry, public sector, other business) and primary energy 
sources. There are different methods. The law gives the right to 
receive and use information.

Å Balance data must be entered into a common database within a 
certain period and in a format.

Å A heat consumption density map is drawn up.
Å To protect personal data, aggregation must be in the context of at 

least 5 buildings. 
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Step2: Potential analysisfor CO2 neutral heatproduction

Å Systematic consideration of the entire theoretical potential for the 
use of renewable sources and waste heat, namely
Å Biomass - many varieties
Å Geothermal - different technologies
Å Solar thermal - on the ground or rooftops
Å Ambient heat ςindustry, data centres, wastewater, waste
Å Electricity from RES

Indicator model

Å Registration of the structure of the settlement and the exclusion of all 

undeveloped areas,

Å Geothermal heat recovery capacity, taking into account exclusion 

zones, for example, zones for the protection of water and medical 

sources,

Å Determination of the proportion of built-up area per plot,

Å Exclusion of commercial and industrial zones,

Å Selection of buildings built in the 60s and 70s, 90s and building areas,

Å Identification of potential areas for the use of small geothermal energy 

in accordance with the priority of feasibility.
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Step3: Determiningscenariosfor productionand supplyof heat

Similar to the analysis of the current situation, a 
target heat balance for 2040 with an intermediate 
state for 2030 should be drawn up. This happens 
using several iterations.
Å According to the "top down" method, it is 

possible to assume a decrease in consumption 
and an increase in the use of alternative sources 
- in the context of several scenarios.

Å On this basis, a discussion is held with all 
interested parties and reconciliation with the 
bottom-up analysis.

Å It is important to take into account the effect of 
the electricity sector

Assumptionsaboutreductionof consumptionthroughfull thermal modernisation
dependingon buildingageand type
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Step4: Determination of terrotorial zonesfor the respectiveheatsectorsegments

Å The goal is to define the suitability zone of district heating
Å Starting point: consumption density expected after consumption 

reduction by energy efficiency measures

Examplesfor publiccentralheatingpriority zones
dependingon heatdensitythresholds400 MWh/ha x a 
(top picture) or 600 MWh/ha x a (bottom picture) 

Å The situation is different in different localities. Consumption density is only 
one of the factors. The question of "forced connection"

ÅLǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ άǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜέ - that is, an alternative
Å It is necessary to conduct a technical and economic analysis of heating 

systems

˹͔ͭ ͔ͭͻ͙ͤ;͔͎ͫͦͦ͟ ͔ͨͦͭͤͼ͙͊͊͡

˾͔͔͔ͦͣͣͤ͒ͯͭͫ͟Ύ ͼ͔ͤͭͪΦ ͔͔͙͔ͭͨͦͫͤ͊͋͗ͤ͡ ͒͡Ύ ͍͔ͤͦͦͫͭͪͦ͟

˾͔͔͔ͦͣͣͤ͒ͯͭͫ͟Ύ ͙͔ͤͦͭͣͨ͘͟Φ ͙͔ͫͫͭͣ· ͒͡Ύ ͫͯ΅͔͍ͫͭͯΌ΅͙ͻ ͔ͨͦͫͭͪͦ͟ 

˿ͭ͊ͤ͒͊ͪͭͤ͊Ύ ͨͦͭͤͦͫͭ͡Έ ͒͡Ύ ͼ͔͙͍͎ͤͭͪ͊ͦ͊ͤͤͦͦ͘͡ ͔͔͙ͭͨͦͫͤ͊͋͗ͤ͡Ύ

˻;͔ͤΈ ͍·ͫͦ͊͟Ύ ͙͎ͨͪͦ͒ͤͦͫͭΈ ͒͡Ύ ͼ͔͙͍͎ͤͭͪ͊ͦ͊ͤͤͦͦ͘͡ ͔͔͙ͭͨͦͫͤ͊͋͗ͤ͡Ύ
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Å «Fernwärmesatzung» is a binding piece of local legislation

which determines the public district heating zone within a 

municipality

Å Within the zone «Fernwärmesatzung» it is not allowed to install

or use other heating systems, except CO2 neutral ones

Å This system is used extensively in East Germany. Lituania and 

some other transition countries also used a similar system for

stopping the ad hoc process of disconnection of customers from

the centralised heating system during the transformation period. 

Towns with
«Fernwärmesatzung»
in the Land 
Brandenburg

Detailed example ïGermany

Land Baden-Württemberg

Step4: Determination of zones: ±ŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ α CŜǊƴǿŅǊƳŜǎŀǘȊǳƴƎά



Detailed example ïGermany

Land Baden-Württemberg

2

The approach of looking at the heating systems of several

neighboring towns together is not yet very common in Germany, but 

the guidelines already refer to the process of Heat Planning in Konvoi 

(Wärmeplan im Konvoi)

In Sweden and Denmark, the approach is already common ïsee the

example of the cities Lund, Eslöv and Lomma

Å The integrated district heating system supplies 3 cities in southern 

Sweden (Eslöv, Lomma and Lund).

Å Lund is located between Eslöv, 20 km. to the north, and the city of 

Lomma, 10 km. west.

Å The system also has an import/export pipeline to two other cities 

(Landskrona and Helsingborg) about 25 and 40 km away.

Main heatplants
Connectingpipeswithin a 
complexsystem

Import-export pipeslinking
with other systems

ʇʦʜʜʝʨʞʢʘ ʨʘʟʨʘʙʦʪʢʠ ʟʘʢʦʥʦʜʘʪʝʣʴʩʪʚʘ ʜʣʷ ʫʩʪʦʡʯʠʚʦʛʦ ʪʝʧʣʦʩʥʘʙʞʝʥʠʷ, ʚʢʣʶʯʘʶʱʝʛʦ ʠʩʧʦʣʴʟʦʚʘʥʠʝ ɺʀʕ

Step4 : Determination of zones: Variation «Connectedcities» 



Detailed example ïGermany

Land Baden-Württemberg
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Å Potential of renewable energy sources

Å Use of waste heat

Å Land sites for renewable energy sources

Å The requirement for the temperature level of heating networks

Å Analysis of costs and estimated prices

It is necessary to clarify the initially rough division into suitability zones. Urban planning and energy companies are involved in this 

process.

Outcome of the planning process:

Å Professional preliminary classification into districts for centralized and decentralized individual heating networks and individual 

heating

Å Indicative description and quantification of the future supply structure for decentralized and district heating, broken down into sub-

areas

Å Reconciliation of the future supply structure with the existing potential of local renewable energy sources

Iteration ςStep3 and Step4: Determination of scenariosfor consumptionand production-supplyand refiningof supplyzones



Detailed example ïGermany

Land Baden-Württemberg
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Step5: Municipal strategyfor the Heat SectorTransition with Action Plan

Å Clarification of the transition strategy from the current 

situation to the target in certain areas

Å Designation of individual events

Å Priority of activities

Å Event funding

Å Annual Plans



Detailed example ïGermany

Land Baden-Württemberg
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There is no straightness.

The steps must be repeated.

The plan becomes a dynamic 
and socially accepted 
strategic guideline for all 
stakeholders

˽ͪͦͼ͔ͫͫ ͊͒͊ͨͭ͊ͼ͙͙ 
͙ ͍͔͙ͦ͋ͤͦͤ͡Ύ


